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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A latch system adapted for use/vith a child vehicle seat comprising: 
a securing belt; / 

latches disposed at each end of the securing belt, the latches being adapted for 
connection to anchor points rigidly connected to a portion of the vehicle; and 

a connection member having/a loop portion through which the securing belt is 
slidably disposed and a connectionfoortion adapted for permanent connection to the 
child vehicle seat. / 

2. A latch system as set fortjn in claim 1 , wherein the loop portion has an inside 
dimension smaller than a circumference of a largest portion of the latches. 

3. A latch system as set farth in claim 1 , wherein the connection member 
comprises: / 

a piece of webbing having a loop formed at a first end to define the loop portion 
and a connection hole at a second end to define the connection portion, the loop being 
sized to prevent the passage of a latch therethrough, and 

a fastener disposed through the connection hole and adapted to engage 
permanently in an openingfformed in the child vehicle seat. 

4. A latch system asfset forth in claim 3, wherein the piece of webbing is: 
manipulate to a jffirst state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a first 

securing belt path adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and second 
anchor points with the/child vehicle seat facing opposite a forward direction of vehicle 
travel; and / 

manipulate tcffa second state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a 
second securing beltf path adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and 
second anchor poinp with the child vehicle seat facing in the forward direction of 
vehicle travel. / 
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5. A latch system as set tiprth in claim 4, wherein the first securing belt path 
includes a first pair of openincfe formed in the child vehicle seat. 

6. A latch system as set Iprth in claim 4, wherein the second securing belt path 
includes a second pair of opemngs formed in the child vehicle seat. 
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7. A latch system as set forth in claim 4, wherein, in the first state, the piece of 
webbing is folded over on itsfelf and is directed toward a top of the child vehicle seat. 

8. A latch system as set forth in claim 4, wherein, in the second state, the piece 
of webbing is unfolded and lis directed toward a front of the child vehicle seat. 

9. A latch system as sfet forth in claim 4, wherein, in the first state, the piece of 
webbing is rotated about jhe fastener so that it extends in a first direction toward a 
top of the child vehicle sefat. 

10. A latch system ad set forth in claim 4, wherein, in the second state, the piece 
of webbing is rotated abhut the fastener so that it extends in a second direction 
toward a front of the child vehicle seat. 



11. A latch system as set forth in claim 3, wherein the piece of webbing has a 
length sufficient for it tc 

a) extend away ffrom the fastener to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
securing belt is disposable along a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
in one of a rearward facing position and a forward facing position relative to a forward 
direction of travel of tne vehicle, and 

b) fold over the] fastener and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein 
the securing belt is disposable along a second belt path used to secure the child 



vehicle seat in the oth 
position relative to the 



*r of the rearward facing position and the forward facing 
forward direction of travel of the vehicle. 
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1 2. A latch system ^s set forth in claim 3, wherein the piece of webbing has a 
length sufficient for it 

a) extend from the fastener to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
securing belt is disposable along a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
in a position wherein ij: faces rearward with respect to a forward direction of travel of 
the vehicle, and 

b) rotate abouflthe fastener and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat 
wherein the securing belt is disposable along a second belt path used to secure the 
child vehicle seat in al position wherein it faces forwardly with respect to the forward 
direction of travel of fthe vehicle. 
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13. A latch systefn as set forth in claim 1, wherein the connection member 
comprises: 

a lanyard having a loop at one end; and 
a fastening member permanently connected at the other end, the fastening 
member being adapted for permanent connection to the child vehicle seat. 

14. A latch system as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising a length adjusting 
mechanism provided on the belt. 

15. A latch sy|tem as set forth in claim 1, wherein the connection member is 
molded into the child vehicle seat. 



16. A latch system as set forth in claim 1 5, wherein the connection member 
comprises a bridge shaped portion which defines the loop portion. 



17. A latch system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the connection member includes 



a first end unita 
snap connection 
vehicle seat. 



ly formed with the child vehicle seat and a second end formed with a 
feature to permanently engage in an opening formed in the child 
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1 8. A latch system as set forth irt claim 1 , wherein the connection member 
comprises a loop of webbing attached to a piece of material, the piece of material 
having a hole adapted to receive a fastener. 

19. A latch system as set forth \h claim in claim 1, wherein the connection member 
comprises first and second substantially flat members wherein the first member is 
overlaid on the second member ana permanently connected thereto, the first and 
second flat members being configured to provide a pair of slots through which the 
securing belt can be slidably threaded, at least one of the slots being sized to prevent 
the passage of a latch member therethrough. 
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20. A method of latching a crald vehicle seat in a predetermined operative position 
in a vehicle, comprising the steps of: 

hooking a first latch menrfber, provided at a first end of a securing belt, to a first 
anchor point rigidly connected with a first portion of the vehicle; 

sliding the securing belt through a loop formed in a connection member which is 
permanently connected to the dhild vehicle seat; and 

hooking a second latch member, provided at a second end of the securing belt, 
to a second anchor point rigidly connected with a second portion of the vehicle. 

21 . A method as set forth ih claim 20, further comprising the step of adjusting the 
length of the securing belt usimg a length adjusting mechanism provided on the 
securing belt. 

22. A method as set forth |n claim 21, wherein the step of adjusting the length of 



the securing belt is carried ou 



hooking the second latch member 



23. A method as set forth 
before the securing of the sec 



after the steps of hooking the first latch member and 



n claim 21, wherein the step of sliding is carried out 
nd latch to the second anchor point, and wherein the 
step of adjusting the length oflthe securing belt is carried out after the securing of the 
second latch to the second anphor point. 
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24. A method as set forth in claim 20, whertein the step of sliding is carried out 
before the step of connecting the first latch tofthe first anchor point. 

25. A method as set forth in claim 20, further comprising the steps of: 

setting the child vehicle seat in a redrward facing orientation with respect to a 
forward direction of travel of the vehicle; ajrid 

manipulating the connection memhpr to a first state wherein the securing belt is 
locatable along a first securing belt path adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat 
to the first and second anchor points with the child vehicle seat facing opposite the 
forward direction of vehicle travel. / 

26. A method as set forth in claim/20, further comprising the steps of: 

setting the child vehicle seat in a forward facing orientation with respect to a 
forward direction of travel of the vemicle; and 

manipulating the connection/member to a second state wherein the securing 
belt is locatable along a second securing belt path adapted for connecting the child 
vehicle seat to the first and second anchor points with the child vehicle seat facing in 
the forward direction of vehicle tipvel. 

27. A child vehicle seat adapted for installation in vehicle having anchor points 
disposed at predetermined portrons of the vehicle, comprising: 

a seat body; / 

a securing belt with laches at either end; and 

a connection member having a loop portion through which the belt is slidably 
disposed and a connection pprtion that is permanently connected to a portion of the 
seat body. / 

28. A latch system as set forth in claim 27, wherein the loop portion has an inside 
dimension smaller than a circumference of a largest portion of the latches. 
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29. A child vehicle seat as *et forth in claim 27, wherein the seat body has a 
plurality of openings formed tt erein which are adapted to: 

establish a first belt pa|h along which the securing belt can pass to secure the 
child vehicle seat in manner which allows the child vehicle seat to be secured in the 
vehicle so that it faces rearward with respect to a forward direction of travel of the 
vehicle; and 

establish a second beft path along which the securing belt can pass to secure 
the child vehicle seat in manrier which allows the child vehicle seat to be secured in 
the vehicle so that it faces Iprwardly with respect to the forward direction of travel of 
the vehicle. 
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30. A child vehicle seat/as set forth in claim 27, wherein the connection member 
comprises a belt loop-like structure molded into the child vehicle seat to provide the 



loop portion through whicp the securing belt can be disposed. 

31 . A child vehicle se^t as set forth in claim 27, wherein the connection member 
comprises: 

a piece of webbinfa having a loop formed at a first end to define the loop portion 
and a connection hole a| a second end to define the connection portion, the loop being 
sized to prevent the passage of a latch therethrough, and 

a fastener disposed through the connection hole and adapted to engage 
permanently in an opening formed in the seat body. 



32. A child vehicle 
manipulable to 

securing belt path 

anchor points with the 

travel; and 

manipulable to 

second securing belt 

second anchor points 

vehicle travel. 



eat as set forth in claim 31, wherein the piece of webbing is: 
i first state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a first 
adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and second 
child vehicle seat facing opposite a forward direction of vehicle 

second state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a 
ath adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and 
with the child vehicle seat facing in the forward direction of 
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33. A child vehicle 
includes a first pair 



icle seat^s 
r of openiffl< 



s set forth in claim 29, wherein the first securing belt path 
gs formed in the seat body. 



34. 



A child vehicle seat as 



set forth in claim 29, wherein the second securing belt 



path includes a first pair of oj enings formed in the seat body. 

35. A child vehicle seat as set forth in claim 32, wherein, in the first state, the 
piece of webbing is folded o\hr on itself and directed toward a first of a top and a 
front of the child vehicle seax 
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36. A child vehicle seat ah set forth in claim 32, wherein, in the second state, the 
piece of webbing is unfoldecj and is directed toward a second of a top and a front of 
the child vehicle seat. 

37. A child vehicle seatfes set forth in claim 32, wherein the first state is state 
wherein the piece of webbing is rotated about the fastener so that it extends in a first 
direction toward s top of tjie child vehicle seat. 

38. A child vehicle seajk as set forth in claim 32, wherein the first state is state 
wherein the piece of webbing is rotated about the fastener so that it extends in a 
second direction towards front of the child vehicle seat. 



39. A child vehicle seat as set forth in claim 31 , wherein the piece of webbing has 
a length sufficient for ilsto: 

a) extend awayjfrom the fastener to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
securing belt is disposable along a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
in one of a rearward facing position and a forwardly facing position relative to a 
forward direction of travel of the vehicle, and 

b) fold over thfe fastener and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein 
the securing belt is disposable along a second belt path used to secure the child 
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vehicle seat in the other of the rearwarA facing position and the forward facing 
position relative to the forward direction of travel of the vehicle. 

40. A child vehicle seat as set forty in claim 31, wherein the piece of webbing has 
a length sufficient for it to: 

a) extend from the fastener t& a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
securing belt is disposable along a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
in a rearward facing position relative to a forward direction of travel of the vehicle, and 

b) rotate about the fastened and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat 
wherein the securing belt is disposable along a second belt path used to secure the 
child vehicle seat in a forward feybing position relative to the forward direction of travel 
of the vehicle. 



41 . A child vehicle seat as pet forth in claim 27 wherein the connection member 
comprises: 

a lanyard which has a^loop at a first end; and 
a fastening member (permanently connected at a second end, the fastening 
member being adapted for permanent connection to the seat body. 



42. A child vehicle seal as set forth in claim 27, further comprising a length 
adjusting mechanism provided on the securing belt. 



43. A child vehicle slat as set forth in claim 27, wherein the connection member is 
molded into the child vehicle seat. 



44. A child vehicle seat as set forth in claim 43, wherein the connection member 
comprises a bridge snaped portion which defines the loop portion. 



45. A child vehicle seat as set forth in claim 27, wherein the connection member 
includes a first endfis unitarily formed with the seat body and a second end formed r \ K 
S with a snap connection feature to permanently engage in an opening formed in the 
child vehicle seatJ 
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46. A child vehi 
comprises a loop o 
having a hole adap 



\ 



le seat as set forth in claim 27, wherein the connection member 
webbing attached to a piece of material, the piece of material 
ed to receive a fastener. 



47. A child vehfcle seat as set forth in claim in claim 27, wherein the connection 
member comprises first and second substantially flat members wherein the first 
member is overlaid on the second member and permanently connected thereto, the 
first and second fmt members being configured to provide a pair of slots through which 
the securing belt Jan be slidably threaded, at least one of the slots being sized to 
prevent the passajge of a latch member therethrough. 

48. A connetfjlon member adapted to slidably secure a securing belt of a latch 
system to a child vehicle seat, comprising: 

a loop poijtion adapted to slidably receive the securing belt having latches 
disposed at eachjend; and 

a connec ion portion adapted for permanent connection to the child vehicle 

seat. 



49. A connection 
inside dimensior 
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member as set forth in claim 48, wherein the loop portion has an 
smaller than a circumference of a largest portion of the latches. 



A connection member as set forth in claim 48, further comprising: 
a piece oj webbing having a loop formed at a first end to define the loop portion 
and a connection hole at a second end to define the connection portion, the loop being 
sized to prevent the passage of a latch therethrough, and 

a fastenc r disposed through the connection hole and adapted to engage 
permanently in t n opening formed in the child vehicle seat. 

51 . A connec tion member as set forth in claim 50, wherein the piece of webbing is: 

manipula )le to a first state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a first 
securing belt pafh adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and second 
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anchor points with the child vehicle seat facing opposite a forward direction of vehicle 
travel; and \ 



manipulable to a 



second state wherein the securing belt is locatable along a 



second securing belt pat 1 adapted for connecting the child vehicle seat to the first and 



second anchor points wi 
vehicle travel. 



52. A connection merfiber 
path includes a first pair 



h the child vehicle seat facing in the forward direction of 



as set forth in claim 51, wherein the first securing belt 
of openings formed in the child vehicle seat 



53. A connection menber as set forth in claim 51 , wherein the second securing 
path includes a second pair of openings formed in the child vehicle seat. 

54. A connection member as set forth in claim 51, wherein, in the first state, the 
piece of webbing is folped over on itself. 

55. A connection njember as set forth in claim 51 , wherein, in the second state, the 
piece of webbing is unfolded and is essentially flat. 

56. A connection member as set forth in claim 51, wherein, in the first state, the 
piece of webbing is rotated about the fastener so that it extends in a first direction 
toward a top of the child vehicle seat. 



57. A connection/member as set forth in claim 51, wherein, in the second state, the 
piece of webbing is rotated about the fastener so that it extends in a second direction 
toward a front of thfe child vehicle seat. 



58. A connection member as set forth in claim 50, wherein the piece of webbing 
has a length sufficient for it to: 

a) extend away from the fastener to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
securing belt is disposable along a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
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in one of a rearward facing position and a forward facing position relative to a forward 
direction of travel of the Vehicle, and 

b) fold over the faltener and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein 
the securing belt is disposable along a second belt path used to secure the child 
vehicle seat in the other of the rearward facing position and the forward facing 
position relative to the forward direction of travel of the vehicle. 
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59. A connection membJ 
has a length sufficient for r 

a) extend from the f< 
securing belt is disposable 
in a position wherein it faci 
the vehicle, and 

b) rotate about the f\ 
wherein the securing belt ii 
child vehicle seat in a positj 
direction of travel of the v< 



r as set forth in claim 50, wherein the piece of webbing 
to: 

stener to a site on the child vehicle seat wherein the 
long a first belt path used to secure the child vehicle seat 
rearward with respect to a forward direction of travel of 

istener and extend to a site on the child vehicle seat 
disposable along a second belt path used to secure the 
n wherein it faces forwardly with respect to the forward 
icle. 



60. A connection mem 
a lanyard having a 
a fastening membei 

member being adapted for 



r as set forth in claim 48, further comprising: 
I >op at one end; and 
permanently connected at the other end, the fastening 
permanent connection to the child vehicle seat. 



61. A connection member as set forth in claim 48, wherein the connection member 
is molded into the child vejiicle seat. 



62. A connection mem 



jer as set forth in claim 61, wherein the connection member 



comprises a bridge shaped portion which defines the loop portion. 



63. A connection merrfber as set forth in claim 48, wherein the connection member 
includes a first end unitarfly formed with the child vehicle seat and a second end 
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formed with a snap connection feature to permanently engage in an opening formed in 
the child vehicle seat. 



64. A connection 
webbing attached to a 
receive a fastener. 



>mber as set forth in claim 48, further comprising a loop of 
piece of material, the piece of material having a hole adapted to 



65. A connection n ember as set forth in claim in claim 48, further comprising first 
and second substantially flat members, wherein the first member is overlaid on the 
second member and permanently connected thereto, the first and second flat members 
being configured to pr wide a pair of slots through which the securing belt can be 
slidably threaded, at l< ast one of the slots being sized to prevent the passage of a 
latch member therethi ough. 
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